
SUMMARY OF CHANGES

COMPILED BY THE OAFC HEALTH & SAFETY
COMMITTEE

NFPA 1850



NFPA 1851
Selection, Care, 

and Maintenance 
of Protective 
Ensembles

NFPA 1852
Selection, Care, 

and Maintenance 
of SCBA
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NFPA 1850 is a single new standard that consolidates NFPA 1851 and NFPA 1852. 
This new standard aims to harmonize procedures and provide a comprehensive, standardized 
approach to all firefighter personal protective equipment (PPE) and Self-Contained Breathing 

Apparatus (SCBA) management. 

The new standard introduces several critical changes focused on firefighter health and safety

What is NFPA 1850?

NFPA 1850
Standard on Selection, Care, and 

Maintenance of Protective 
Ensembles for Structural and 

Proximity Firefighting and Open-
Circuit Self-Contained Breathing 

Apparatus (SCBA)



•

•
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CHAPTER 3 – DEFINITIONS

NFPA 1850 - Key Updates 



CHAPTER 4 – PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES SELECTION, 
CARE AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

4.2.4 THE ORGANIZATION, AS PART OF THE PPE PROGRAM, SHALL APPOINT A
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING (PPC) MANAGER

• PERSONAL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING (PPC) MANAGER: OVERSEES PROTECTIVE
GEAR PROGRAMS

4.2.4.1 RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLEANING, INSPECTION, AND MAINTENANCE OF PPC 
SHALL BE ASSIGNED TO THE PPC MANAGER, ONE OR MORE PPC TECHNICIANS, A
VERIFIED ISP, OR A COMBINATION THEREOF

• PPC TECHNICIAN: HANDLES DETAILED MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS, MAY BE ONE
INDIVIDUAL OR MULTIPLE INDIVIDUALS, OR A COLLATERAL POSITION DEPENDING
ON THE DEPARTMENT AND ITS RESOURCES.

THE NEW STANDARD CREATES TWO DEDICATED POSITIONS TO ADMINISTER AND
SERVICE PPE PROGRAMS; THESE ROLES ARE DISTINCT FROM THE MANUFACTURER-

TRAINED TECHNICIAN FOR SCBA (ALSO SEE ANNEX E)

THE NEW STANDARD CREATES TWO DEDICATED POSITIONS TO ADMINISTER
AND SERVICE PPE PROGRAMS, THESE ROLES ARE DISTINCT FROM THE

MANUFACTURER-TRAINED TECHNICIAN FOR SCBA
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CHAPTER 5 –PROTECTIVE 
ENSEMBLES SELECTION

•

•

•
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CHAPTER 6 – PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES CLEANING AND 
DECONTAMINATION

•

PRELIMINARY EXPOSURE REDUCTION

•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
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CHAPTER 7 –
PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES 

INSPECTION

•

•

•
•

•
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CHAPTER 9 – PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES STORAGE

•
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CHAPTER 10 – PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES RETIREMENT, 
DISPOSITION, AND SPECIAL INCIDENT PROCEDURE

•

9.1 General Storage of Ensembles and Ensemble Elements



CHAPTER 11 – VERIFICATION OF ORGANIZATIONS 
AND ISPS FOR INSPECTION, CLEANING, AND REPAIR 

OF PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES

•

•

•

•
•

•
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CHAPTER 13 – PROTECTIVE ENSEMBLES TEST 
PROCEDURES

•

•
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CHAPTER 14 – RESPIRATORY PROTECTION PROGRAM

•

•

•



CHAPTER 16 – RESPIRATORY PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CARE

•

•
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•

•
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COMPLIANCE TIMELINE:

•

•

•

CHAPTER 17 – RESPIRATORY PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE

•

CURRENT

• develop SOPs 
and program 
documentation

1 YEAR

• train personnel 
on new 
requirement

2 YEARS

• ISPs complete 
verification 
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THE NEW NFPA 1850 STANDARD 
INTRODUCES SIGNIFICANT 

UPDATES TO THE SELECTION, CARE 
AND MAINTENANCE OF 

FIREFIGHTER PPE AND SCBA. IT 
EMPHASIZES ENHANCED 

CLEANING PROTOCOLS, DEFINED 
DEPARTMENTAL ROLES AND 

MODIFIED EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
LIFE. THESE CHANGES AIM TO 

IMPROVE FIREFIGHTER SAFETY AND 
EQUIPMENT LONGEVITY.
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